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The �rst real snow of the season in Ithaca

ROVINGSDECEMBER
2025

Fiber-y Events and
Opportunities

Our December 13th meeting
will be 11-3pm at 347 Ridge Rd in Lan-
sing.

The Local Fiber Popup Store is open 
now through December 18th at 115 S. 
Cayuga Street in Ithaca for shopping, 
and has a range of workshops on 
Thursdays 6-8pm. See their website, 
LocalFiber.org, for more details.

Roc Day 2026 will be held on January 
10th. See this newsletter for announce-
ments regarding Roc Day planning and 
participation.

The BSHS Retreat will be February 
26th-March 1st. Email Anna Mur-
ray-Bartels at janedoe727@aol.com to 
sign up.



Dear Fellow Spinners,

It feels like winter now. I’m working on my Roc-Day scarf. I’m kind of wishing 
it was already done, because I could do with a nice warm scarf while warking 
my dog. In any case, I’m looking forward to our next meeting, on December 
13, 11am-3pm, in the Parish Hall of the All Saints’ Catholic Church in Lansing 
(347 Ridge Road). This meeting will be our annual holiday celebration.

On our December meeting, we will have our annual gift exchange. Members 
who wish to participate in the gift exchange, please bring one wrapped fiber 
related gift. Members who do not want to participate in the gift exchange are 
very welcome to attend the meeting and spin and socialie as always. Mem-
bers who enjoy baking are highly encouraged to bring some home baked 
holiday treats to share.

I hope to see you then,
Angelika
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New Members

To Place an Ad

The next Guild meeting will be on Saturday, November 8th, 11-3 PM, in the Parish 
Hall of the All Saint’s Church

Address: 347 Ridge Rd, Lansing

If you know of folks who would like to join, please have them contact Louise Henrie 
and pay dues at:  henrielm6@aol.com.

The cost for ads is $5.00 per month for non-members. Current members may submit 
one business-card sized classified ad per month for free.  Send a check made out to 
BSHG to our treasurer, Louise Henrie, 417 2nd Street, Ithaca, NY 14850.  Send the ad 
in digital form to the newsletter editor: rschnir@gmail.com  

For all members who have not yet paid dues, they are $25 for the year of 2025. 
Please pay at a meeting, send your check for $25 to: Louise Henrie, 417 2nd Street, 
Ithaca, NY 14850, or now you may send money via Venmo to Black-Sheep-NY

We put together a list of names, email addresses, and telephone numbers for guild 
members. This list is available in printed form at guild meetings or by request to 
Secretary, Roberta Sibley at robertainez@yahoo.com.

Guild News
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Angelika St. Laurent

Objective: Create a scarf inspired by the 
photo of Taughannock Fall in Winter*.

Rules: All yarn and thread used in the 
project has to be handspun by the person 
submitting the project, this includes warp 
yarn, sewing thread etc. The scarf may be 
constructed with any fiber art technique 
known to humankind. Any fiber or blend 
may be used. If you want color, you may 
either dye your own fiber at any state of 
the process or resort to commercially dyed 
fiber. The finished object has to be submit-
ted latest at Roc Day 2026, January 10th , 
by 10:30am. With the submission add a 
note about which fibers and techniques 
you used in the creation of the scarf and 
how they relate to the photo-inspiration.

All submitted scarfs will be judged in three 
categories: Most Beautiful, Best Interpreta-
tion of the Photo (both by public vote), and 
Best Technique (by a team of judges).

Roc Day 2026 Competition

The guild has a limited number of 8-ounce bags of white Finn 2 wool available for members, who 
do not feel they have suitable fiber in their stash for the project.

With any questions contact Angelika St.Laurent, angelika@simonstl.com, 607-277-8105 or 
607-793-4215. 

*Photo credit: Susan Verberg
**Sheep raised by Elizabeth Kinne Gossner.
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Roc Day this year will be January 10th, 2026. Please see below for important announcements 
regarding planning to ensure that we have another successful Roc Day.

Volunteering at Roc Day
Roc Day planning is happening now! How can you help? Sign up to volunteer during the 
event. We still need people to sign up for many obs. Can you sign up for an hour to host the 
spinning circle or assist with the ra�e? Email Anna at janedoe727@aol.com.

Elle May Roc Day Paper Bag Auction
Last chance to donate to Roc Day Ellie May Ra�e! Any items related to �ber arts, equipment 
(knitting/crocheting, spinning, weaving, any equipment used to craft �ber), books-magazines 
with patterns or techniques, kits, completed items, any �ber in any form, or art/item that 
depicts �ber arts or sheep.

If you have larger �ber related items you would like to donate for the silent auction (looms, 
spinning wheels or yarn winders) they need to be checked by Lois Swales. Please call her at 
607-220-8973 to discuss repair, reverberation, and transportation of items several weeks 
before auction. Contributions should be delivered at the next guild meeting. We’re hoping to 
get all donations by the December meeting! Deliver donations to my house (Debbie Benzer) 
centrally located in Ithaca-- 714 N. Cayuga St. I’ve put a covered bin on my porch where you 
can drop o� items for the ra�e anytime! Any questions about donations call me 
607-279-7174.

The ra�e is a major source of revenue for the Spinning guild, it allows us to have low cost 
workshops for the guild members and pay the monthly rent for meetings. Thanks for contrib-
uting!

Kitchen and food reminders
Jean Currie says, “As usual for our Roc day I hope you wil bring a wonderful dish to pass. Just a 
few reminders about the logsitics:

▪ Bring the dish as early as possible
▪ Have a label of some kind that has ingredients-- this is for those with allergies
▪ If it needs either cooking or heating, let me know when you arrive
▪ You don’t need a serving utensil-- the church has plenty of them
▪ Please take any leftovers home with you and remember to take your dish. We hope that 

everything was eaten and that we have washed it for you!
▪ Bon appetit!

Any questions, let me know at ejeancurrie@gmail.com.”  Thanks, Jean!

Roc Day Announcements
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Member Ads and Announcements
Baynes Spinning Wheel and Accessories for sale, excellent condition
Carol LaBorie is selling a Baynes spinning wheel and accessories. Single drive, built in 
lazy Kate. Details: Standard �yer and �yer with sliding hook.; jumbo �yer and jumbo 
�yer with sliding hook; lazy kate for jumbo bobbins, 8 regular size bobbins,  4 jumbo 
bobbins, accessories (extra parts, extra drive bands, etc.). $450 for all. Email Carol at 
tusweca_winan@yahoo.com.

The Black Sheep winter retreat will be at Watson Woods starting Thursday Febru-
ary 26th through Sunday March 1st. Just like last year we have a two or three day 
options available. In addition, this year we will have a two or “come for the day” 
option.

Two days in a shared room is $204.55
Three days in a shared room is $280.70

Sign up at a guild meeting or email Anna Murray-Bartels at janedoe727@aol.com. 
Feel free to email for other rooming options or with any questions.

Retreat News

Studio sale and downsizing spinning/knitting items
Carol will also be having a special open studio sale with handspun 
and commercially made yarn, hand dyed/painted/screen printed 
fabric, artwork, knitting tools, spindles, �ber, and more. Her 
address is Curiosity Works - Artist Alley Studio 34-D in the South 
Hill Business Campus at 950 Danby Road in Ithaca. Her studio 
weekend holiday hours are 12-4pm on December 13th-14th and 
20th-21st.
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Column: Zoe Goes to Grad School
Zoe Gras is on an exciting journey in an MFA program in textiles. Zoe will be sharing dispatches 
from her experience here!
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Article of Interest
Thanks to Marilee Williams for sending in this article about woven turkey feather blankets
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Here are some excerpts from the December 1977 newsletter that may get some ideas 
going for holiday gifts. I’m particularly envious of the Weick’s Barn Christmas sale. --Ruby
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From the Archives



Guild Vendors
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